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Abstract

This study is an attempt to understand and analyse the changing
shape of land-use in Dongla local over a period of almost forty years
extending from 1961 to 1999, the study aims at :

a ) To identify the extent and quality of changes that took place in
land-use pattern in the city and its rural hinter-land .

b ) To identify the human and physical factors that influenced that
change.

¢ ) To under stand the pattern of environmental problems related to
land-ues and how each of these might affect the future system of land-
use in the study area .

Data for this research project was drawn from field surveys ,
interviews , direct observation , and air photographs , and topographic
maps , secondary sources included books periodicals, reports , official
documents and theses elated to the filed of study .

Various concepts, models and theories related to land-use were
reviewed and tested to see to what extent they apply to the study area.

The study revealed the extent of land-use change that took place
during 1961 and 1999 and how and to what extent the changes were
affected by the different socio-economic factors . The major fundings
of the study are :

a — The Growth of the city at the expense of agricultural lands in and

around the city region .



b — The expansions of land under farming and the changes in the
methods of production .
¢ — The development of new agricultural schemes that covered large

areas , unlike the old agricultural system that was characterized by

small land holdings .
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